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************Poinsettias Dedication*********** 
The Ariathurai Family: In honor of their children and grandchildren. 

The Rev. Cho Family: In honor of their family and family of La Canada UMC. 

The Dawson Family: In honor of their children and families. 

The Gulick Family: In honor of Charles & Earline Gulick, and Sal & Belinda Alba. 

The Hutchins Family: In honor of their children and grandchildren. 

Bob Rinker: In honor of Jo Rinker, Rona Gonzalez, and Arlene Will. 

Anne Tierney: In honor of blessed friends in La Canada UMC 

The Amico Family: In memory of Kay & Angelo Amico; In honor of Sachi & Tak Yoshido 

December 
Messenger 

ADVENT  FAMILY  

 
November 29 The Moreno Family/

Harriet Hammons 

 

December 6, The Loucks Family 

 

December 13, The Forrest Family 

 

December 20, The Henry Family 

 

December 24, The Staff of LCUMC 

 

Taize Prayer Service 

Tuesday, December 1, 7:00 pm 

In the  Sanctuary 

Hanging of the Greens 
Saturday, November 28, 9:00-11:30am 

Come join in the decorating of the Christmas 

tree, hanging of the garlands, and decorating 

the wreaths.  Everyone is needed to help dec-

orate our sanctuary for the Season of Advent 

and Christmas. Come for 30 minutes, an hour, 

or whatever time you can give from 9:00 to 

11:30am. The joy of the season is the best part 

of the morning! Contact Carole Kemmerer for 

more information. 

 

Please note: No person above age 65 shall be 

permitted on a ladder! 

               Advent & Christmas Adventures at La Canada UMC 

 

Christmas Musical Service     Sunday, December 20, 10:30am 

Christmas Eve Family Services      Thursday, December 24, 7pm 

 

Foothills Mission Area Christmas Eve Service  

At Tujunga UMC             Thursday, December 24, 5pm 

At Crescenta Valley UMC       Thursday, December 24, 9pm 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjmnY6nkKzJAhUK6yYKHVqKDMMQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gospelgifs.com%2Fcategories%2Fchristmas_clipart.htm&bvm=bv.108194040,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNGMez7206nCV8VH7YDBBSJxq
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj-jsfDpqzJAhVKRSYKHYlCBcEQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcliparts.co%2Fpoinsettia-border-clip-art&psig=AFQjCNFVycgEa77k35x_lF52yC0WCAwkeg&ust=1448565748385548
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwju3eaQqKzJAhWFJCYKHcU2CMAQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fartuks.com%2F2012%2F12%2Freligious-christmas-clip-art%2F&psig=AFQjCNF6OxSUzAGjwjGnLxBxvasScVNWjg&ust=144856629368
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The Church Office will be closed 

 December 24, 25, 31 2015 &  

January 1, 2016 

LCUMC Music In December 
 
 

Thursday, 12/2, Sanctuary Choir Practice, 7 pm 
 

Thursday, 12/9, Sanctuary Choir Practice, 7 pm 
 

Thursday, 12/16, Sanctuary Choir Practice, 7 pm 
 

 

Sunday, 12/20, Choral Christmas Service, 10:30 am 

 “The Canon Carol”   

  “Peace, Peace”  

            “Were You There on that Christmas Night”  

                                          The Sanctuary Choir 

“Little Drummer Boy” by Saxophone Solo 

     by Martin Cho 

And we will hear our  Bell Choir perform.  

 

Thursday, 12/24, Christmas Eve Family Service, 7 pm 
  

 Featuring the Readings and enactments of  

 Luke 1 by Youth and  Children of LCUMC.  

 Special Music with LCUMC Men: 

 “Echo Carol” by Men’s Chorus 

 “O Holy Night” Saxophone by Martin Cho 

Christmas Stockings 
 

It’s time again to help our sister community 

church and the children of Baldwin Park 

United Methodist Church through the 8th 

Annual Cecil Thornton Christmas Stocking 

Event.  Although, we are skipping the 

stockings we are continuing the heart of the 

mission started by Cecil. 

 

You can help by picking up cards hanging on a small 

Christmas tree out in the Narthax and bring back good-

ies for the children. Gift suggestions include candies, 

games, coloring books, crayons, etc. The age range is 1-

12 (+) years. Please do not wrap the gifts and no fresh 

fruit.  Be sure to attach the card to the bag of gifts you 

are bringing. 

 

The gifts are due in the narthex on or before Tuesday, 

December 15.  Our goal is to fill 100 stockings. 

Christmas Posada Celebration— 
You’re Invited! 

 
Every year the Baldwin Park congregation celebrates 

Christ’s birth with Posada.  This Hispanic celebration 

starts with visiting houses and being told that there is no 

room to stay there and ends at the church with a Christ-

mas party.  Children have their pictures taken with San-

ta, receive their stockings and enjoy snacks. 

 

Pastor Toña Rios of Baldwin Park 

UMC has invited us to join them 

for Posada!  This year, it is on 

Tuesday, Dec. 22 from 5 to 8 pm at 

Baldwin Park UMC (3970 N. 

Maine Ave., Baldwin Park, CA 

91706).   

 

Everyone is welcome!   

.Merry Christmas 
& Happy New Year 

From the Staff 

It has been our honor to serve Christ by serving 

you this year as your staff.   

We appreciate all the help so many of you have 

given us  

to make our church more effective.  

We wish for you a spiritual Christmas and a 

New Year full of deep joy. 

Rev. Elaine Hisu Cho, Angela Mayer, 

Denise Lenore, Martin Cho, Victoria Symonian,  

Chad Loucks and Blanca Rodriguez. 
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From Pastor Cho’s Desk, 

 

ReNew, ReStore, ReStart….a new beginning for God’s people! 

 

“See, I am doing a new thing!  Now it springs up; do you  

not perceive it?  I am making a way in the desert and  

streams in the wasteland.”   

         Isaiah 43:19 

 
God’s people loved to take backward steps.  Israelites grumbled and wished they were back in 

Egypt as slaves when Moses led them to a brighter future.  They wanted to exchange their free-

dom for pots of meat (Exo. 16).  The first wave of God’s people back in Jerusalem after 70 

years of captivity under Babylon wept wishing for the ‘good old days’ after the relaying of the 

foundation for the Temple (Ezra 3).   

 

God calls us to forget the former things for He is doing a new thing!   

 

God wants to do a new thing in your life!   
  Do not dwell on the past victories or failures.   

  Now is a time to live in the present.   

 

Clarify your focus!   
  What is that God wants for you?   

  Align your will and desires to God’s.   

  

Commit yourself to God’s plan!   
  I read an article in Relevant Magazine that talked about  

  Disciples vs. Converts.  It nailed on why we have many  

  more ‘converts’ than ‘disciples’ of Jesus Christ in our world.   

  It says, “Converts are new believers.  We all started as converts,  

  but too often we stop there.”  And we wonder  

  why God isn’t following our ways and listening to our cries.   

  We must move from being a new believer to  

  a disciple of Jesus Christ who makes commitment to  

  live for Jesus.  In 2016, let us all yield our wills and plans to God’s plan.   

 

“For he is our God, and we are the people of  

his pasture, the flock under his care.   

Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts  

as you did at Meribah.”  Ps. 95:7-8 

 

Have a wonderful holidays and happy New Year to you! 
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4 

 

FRIENDSHIP LUNCHEON 

Sunday, December 6, 2015 

 11:45pm to 1:00pm 

 
“Essential Oils of the Bible” 

 

Come and listen to our own  

Marie Henry about how Mary and  

Joseph used the Wise Men’s gifts  

of frankincense and myrrh. 

 

United Methodist Women 
 

The United Methodist tradition at this time of year 

is to let our hair down and relax by being together.  

We will meet on Monday, December 7th  at the 

Dowdy’s home: 5085 Princess Anne Rd., La Cana-

da.  The fun will begin at 6:00pm. 

 

All members are invited to come and join!  Bring a 

small gift  ($10 or less) for a fun gift exchange.  If 

you would like to bring a dessert, please contact 

Delores Dowdy.  This should be a fun evening.   

 Hope to see you there! 

Ralphs: Now is the time to renew Ralphs 

cards. If you are not enrolled in either pro-

gram, you can enroll online (www.ralphs.com) 

or obtain forms from Christa Clark. Ralphs 

renewals begin September 1 every year and it 

is not late to sign up. The Ralphs NPO num-

ber is 80550.    For more information, please 

contact Christa Clark. 

                                             Ordinary People Invited to Meet their King                  By Denise Lenore 

 

 God blessed the lives of ordinary people as he unfolded the story of his Son, Jesus. Elizabeth, a 

barren woman who had longed for a child for many years. She and her husband prayed to the Lord for a 

child. God heard their prayers and answered them. She gave birth to John the Baptist, a prophet called to 

prepare the way of the Lord.  

 Shepherds who were removed from family life watching their flocks in fields outside of their 

town were suddenly visited by an angel who brought them good news that a Savior, who is the Messiah 

has been born. Awestruck by this heavenly visitation, the shepherds were afraid but a multitude of the 

heavenly hosts appeared and sang praises to God. When this majestic appearance concluded the shep-

herds talked to one another about leaving immediately to go find this child which the Lord had made 

known to them. 

 At the presentation in the Temple of baby Jesus. Simeon guided by the Holy Spirit came into 

the temple, for Simeon had been promised by the Spirit that he would not see death until he saw the 

Lord’s Messiah with his own eyes. Also serving in the temple at that time, a prophet named Anna. She 

had been a widow for eighty-four years serving in the temple fasting and praying night and day. At that 

very moment the child was being presented, Anna appeared and with praise and thanksgiving Anna re-

ported the good news to all who were looking and waiting for the Messiah to come. 

 Ordinary people invited by God to see his Son, their King. The hope of Israel and the world was 

revealed to them. They received him with great joy and praise. Advent is the season of preparing our 

hearts to receive the Lord. As ordinary people, God has invited us to participate in the greatest story ever 

told. We live in hope waiting for his promised return to receive us into his kingdom. Let us take this 

busy time of year to ponder this wondrous gift that has been given and open our hearts to receive the 

Lord . 

Good News: 

1. We welcome Rev. Ed & Joyce Burn and 

Elaine Burn & Amadito Machorro to our 

LCUMC family.  They transferred the 

membership to join our church. 

2. Chad Loucks has met with the North Dis-

trict Committee of Ordained Ministry 

(DCOM) to be declared as a candidate for 

Ordained Ministry.  LCUMC has voted 

and recommended Chad Loucks for the 

candidacy. 

3. Karyn Kemmerer has taken a role in 

UMW as their Social Action Coordinator. 
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Please return your Pledge Card 2016 

to the office if you have not done so. 

THANK YOU! 

FINANCE REPORT ON FUNDRAISINGS 2015:  

                         (as of Nov. 25, 2015) 

 

Lenten Box Donations to  

Andrew Jackson Elementary $357.00 

 

Summer Music Concert  $2,200.00 

 

Ralphs     $400.00 

 

Apportionment   $16,000.00 

 

Students Parking Donation $6,044.45 

 

JPL Open House Parking $2,822.45 

 

 

“I will sing to the Lord, because he has dealt 

bountifully with me.”                                                                                      

   ~Psalm 13:6 

 

Birthdays 
 

 Betty Weller 

10 Breeana Rimbach 

 Chris Ecker 

 Hayley Sneddon 

 Collin Sneddon 

 Lien DeGrey 

12       Marilyn Twomley 

16 Isaac Kemmerer 

29 Marilyn Lott 

30 Marie Henry 

Prayer Requests 
 

Ministry Prayer Needs: For our children and 

youth ministries to grow,  and to make disciples of 

Jesus Christ for the transformation of the World.  

For peace and protection over LCUMC’s ministry, 

church and families. 

 

Prayer Concerns: For health of our members. 

Folks to Lift Up:  Marilyn Lott,  Ginny Nichols, 

Jeanette Berwin, Charles & Earline Gulick. 

TEN DAY (Jan. 4– Jan. 15) 

FASTING-PRAYER-A-THON 2016 

Please sign up for one time frame a day, a 

week, or for the entire 10 days.  This is for 

you to start a new year in prayer to discern 

God’s will and align yourself to Him.   

Begin to RENEW 

 Your mind, 

 Your faith, 

 Your church, and your community 

 with prayers.. 

Finance Committee Update 
 

FINANCIAL REPORT: 
  October  Year-to-Date 
Receipts $21,349.87 $179,590.00 

Expenses $18,468.88 $177,531.27 

Net (Deficit)   $2,880.99          $2,058.73 

Day of Prayer 2016 

 
DAY OF PRAYER ON January 9th, 2016  

Starting at 8AM, La Canada United Meth-

odist Church will begin our year with 

prayers.  We invite all of our members 

and friends to give an hour or more to 

come into our Sanctuary and be in a time 

of prayer.   

Carole Kemmerer will call the Committee 

Chairs to sign up for a time slot for the 

committee members to join in prayers.  

However, if you can’t make it at the par-

ticular time of your committee slot feel 

free to come anytime to pray for yourself, 

your children, your family, work, church 

and the new year.  
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The positive enrollment has allowed the 
Center to put funds into savings for ac-
crual. 
Bob Rinker became the new Advisory 
Council chair this year. The Center has 
had  several  successful  fund  raisers 
throughout the year, pizza night, yard 
sale, bulb sale and Christmas sale. From 
such fund raisers they were able to buy 
three new Macintosh computers for the 
children to use.  Thanks to our Youth Di-
rector,  Chad, who helped with the pur-
chase, set ups and made it ready to use 
for our little 4-year-old friends. Parents 
have donated $200 for software. One be-
nevolent donor donated tree trimming for 
the Center’s front yard.  
 
 

Finance Committee Report 
 
 Church financial operations were restructured in 2015. An outside vendor, 
Paychex, was hired to do staff payroll. We had a successful transition with this compa-
ny and with direct deposit capability for the staff. Thanks to Bill Sleeper, church Treas-
urer and Debby Steffens, church Finance Secretary contribution letters and data are 
kept up to date. Bill and Denise share responsibilities for calling in payroll data and for 
paying church and Children Center invoices.  
 
  The finance committee sponsored the Summer Evening Concert this year. The 
concert was a great success and the silent auction provided extra income from the 
event. Thanks to the contribution of a church family, matching funds for $5,000 were 
donated to provide 72% of our 2015 apportionment amount to the denominational 
church. The church received a denominational support grant of $6,000 for the church 
signage project. This year’s budget is on target. Pledges for 2016 continue to arrive 
with 29 pledges received year to date.  
 
 Thanks to all the Finance Committee members for their help in making this 
year’s transitions and fund-raising possible. Committee members include, Pastor Elaine 
Cho, Bill Sleeper, Denise Lenore, Carol Amico, Bob Kemmerer, and Paul Mayer. 

FINANCE CHAIR, DENISE LENORE 

Missions for La Canada UMC in 2015: 

 

World Communion Sunday  $165.00 

No More Malaria  $403.00 

30 Hour Famine  $308.00 

Human Relations Day  $80.00 

One Great Hour of Sharing $234.00 

Peace with Justice Sunday $172.00 

World Justice  Fund  $500.00 

Bailey Center   Three Carts of 

(serving 700-800 homeless) canned goods 

La Canada United Methodist 
Church Children’s Center 

 
The Children’s Center has had a suc-
cessful enrollment throughout the year.  
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 
TAIZE @7pm 

2 
Women’s Bible 
Study @10:30-12: 

3 
Chapel @10am 
 
Intercessory 
Prayer Meeting 
@ 10:30-12 
 
Choir @7pm 

4 
Chapel 
@10:30am 

5 

6 
Adult Ed– Dr. 
Green @9am 
Communion Sun-
day Worship 
@10:30am 
Friendship Lunch-
eon@11:45am 

7 8 9 
No Bible Study 
 
Bell Choir @6:30 
 
Finance Committee 
@7:30pm 

10 
Intercessory 
Prayer Meeting 
@ 10:30-12 
 
Choir @7pm 

11 12 

13 
Adult Ed– Dr. 
Green @9am 
 
Worship 
@10:30am 

14 
Bell Choir @6:30 

15 
Bell Choir @6:30 
 
Trustees Meeting 
@7:30pm 

16 
No Bible Study 

17 
Intercessory 
Prayer Meeting 
@ 10:30-12 
 
Choir @7pm 

18 
Chapel @10:30am 

19 

20 
 
Christmas Service 
@10:30am 

21 22 23 
 
No Bible Study 

24 
 
Family Eve Ser-
vice @7pm 
 
Church Office 
Closed 

25 
Christmas Day- 
 
Church Office 
Closed 

26 

27 
 
Worship 
@10:30am 

28 
 
Church Office 
Closed 

29 30 
No Bible Study 

31 
Church Office 
Closed 

1 
HAPPY NEW 
YEAR!!! 
 
Church Office 
Closed 

2 

December 2015 
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La Cañada United Methodist Church 

104 Berkshire Place 

La Cañada Flintridge, CA 91011 

 

La Cañada United Methodist Church 

Rev. Elaine Hisu Cho, Pastor 

Angela Mayer, Administrative Assistant 

Martin Cho, Director of Music 

Victoria Symonian, Accompanist 

Chad Loucks, Director of Youth Ministry 

Blanca Rodriguez, Director of Children’s Center Preschool 


